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OSWIECIM, Poland — Fencing is pictured at the Auschwitz-Birkenau Nazi death
camp in Oswiecim, Poland, October 3, 2015. International Holocaust Remembrance
Day is observed around the world January 27, the anniversary of the liberation in
1945 of the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp. Story page 12. (CNS photo/
Markus Nowak, KNA)

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis greets a woman and child during his general
audience in the Paul VI hall at the Vatican Jan. 26, 2022. The pope explained to
the crowd that he had a problem with inflammation in his right knee and that he
wouldn't be able to go greet them as usual. Instead the crowd came to him. Story
page 8. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)

FREDERICTON — Former lieutenant
governor of New Brunswick and current
chancellor of St. Thomas University,
Graydon Nicholas was pleased with the
establishment of a new registered
charity to manage a five-year $30
million National Campaign to support
Indigenous healing and reconciliation
initiatives. Story page 2. (STU photo)

SAINT JOHN — Bishop Christian
Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint
John celebrates mass at the Cathedral
of the Immaculate Conception in Saint
John. The bishop asks the question,
“Is Jesus Christ relevant today?” Story
page 7. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)
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New FreemanThe
Bishops announce details of Indigenous Reconciliation
Fund to support projects across Canada
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

OTTAWA — Further to the announcement
of the Canadian Catholic Conference of Bish-
ops (CCCB) of a five-year $30 million Na-
tional Campaign to support Indigenous heal-
ing and reconciliation initiatives on Septem-
ber 27, 2021, the Catholic Bishops have an-
nounced the establishment of a new regis-
tered charity to manage this fund, which
will accept contributions from 73 dioceses
across Canada to fulfill this commitment.

Noting that, “the bishops of Canada are
fully committed to addressing the histori-
cal and ongoing trauma caused by the resi-
dential school system,” Bishop Raymond
Poisson, president of the CCCB said that
“in moving forward with our collective fi-
nancial commitment, we will continue to
be guided by the experience and wisdom
of Indigenous peoples across the country”.

With strong Indigenous and Catholic rep-
resentation, including Chief Wilton
Littlechild, Giselle Marion, and Rosella
Kinoshameg, this fund will be managed with
financial measures in place to ensure trans-
parency and good governance. This is wel-
comed news to many of the faithful, who
have been awaiting news regarding how their
financial contributions would be distributed
as part of this national campaign.

Former lieutenant governor of New
Brunswick and current chancellor of St.
Thomas University, Graydon Nicholas was
pleased with the announcement.

“I think it’s good that the plan has now
been revealed and that a non-profit corpo-
ration has been created with its own ac-
counting system that is an arms-length
transaction from the CCCB,” he said. “By
appointing at least three Indigenous repre-
sentatives on the board as well as three oth-
ers, I think it’s very good.”

Mr. Nicholas feels that the creation of a
separate corporation to ensure accountabil-
ity and transparency represents a major im-
provement from the previous fund.

“There was a reluctance to identify with
the previous fund, people were not aware
of residential schools,” he said. “Kamloops
triggered the awareness of everybody
across the board. There are now close to
8,000 unmarked graves that have been dis-
covered. This triggers a lot of emotions, this
devastating news confirms that what survi-

vors have been saying, all along, was true.”
The Diocese of Saint John has established

the Indigenous Solidarity Fund, which will
receive donations towards this national
campaign that will then be forwarded to
the Indigenous Reconciliation Fund as part
of an Atlantic regional contribution. A spe-
cial collection will be taken up for the local
fund on the weekend of February 26-27,
2022, and then on an annual basis the last
Sunday of January.

Donations to this fundraising appeal can
be sent any time on the diocesan website;
via cheque; or email money transfer (https:/
/dioceseofsaintjohn.org/donations).

This is a cause that has resonated deeply
with many parishes across the Diocese of
Saint John. Many fundraising and awareness
efforts have taken place since the tragic dis-
covery of unmarked graves was first an-
nounced in May 2021, including masses to
remember the children who did not come
home.

At Mr. Nicholas’ home parish, St. Mary
Magdalene in Fredericton, a candle is lit be-
fore each mass, and a land acknowledgement
is read to identify the land the church is built
on as traditional unceded territory.

Special prayers of the faithful are also read
at each mass for healing and reconciliation.
These small efforts can have a big impact.
“There’s a tremendous depth of thirst and
hunger for information and what can be
done,” he said.

Mr. Nicholas hopes this is just the begin-
ning of an ongoing effort, and that individu-
als and parishes will be creative in finding ways
to support this important cause in an ongoing
way.

Besides having regular collections, he sug-
gests people consider fundraisers such as a
Toonie Sunday — where everyone donates a
toonie on the last Sunday of the month to be
donated to healing and reconciliation initia-
tives.

He pointed to a recent campaign by a promi-
nent coffee chain to sell doughnuts with or-
ange frosting, that resulted in $6 million being
raised.

“New Brunswick is not the richest prov-
ince, but people like their coffee,” he said.
“There are grassroots efforts that can help to
make a difference.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §
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By The B.C. Catholic

The chancellor of the Archdiocese of Vancouver, a former Catholic
Women’s League [CWL] of Canada president with a long history of
lay leadership in Canada, has been named to the board of the Canadian
bishops’ new charity to promote Indigenous healing and reconcilia-
tion initiatives.

Barbara Dowding is one of three board members with national
Catholic leadership experience chosen to manage the new Indigenous
Reconciliation Fund.

Also chosen were:
• Natale Gallo, former supreme director of the Knights of Columbus,

where he represented Canada on the International Board of Directors; and
• Claude Bédard, national president of the Society of Saint Vincent

de Paul in Canada.
Ms. Dowding said the bishops were looking for individuals with an

understanding of the Church across Canada and she hoped “our lay-
led focus from the grassroots will help continue to promote healing
and reconciliation.”

The board will help manage the Indigenous Reconciliation Fund,
which will accept contributions from 73 dioceses across Canada to
fulfill a $30-million financial commitment made by Canada’s bishops
in September.

“The CWL has a long history of supporting and reaching out to our
Indigenous sisters,” said Ms. Dowding, adding she was “deeply hon-
oured” to be invited to the committee. “I believe in its mandate to
promote Indigenous healing and reconciliation initiatives with trans-
parency and care.”

The importance of moving forward partnering with Indigenous
peoples across Canada, “cannot be emphasized enough,” she said.

The Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops [CCCB] said the
board members and its directors “will collectively bring a strong fi-

nancial acumen and deep com-
mitment to the healing and rec-
onciliation journey.”

The promise to raise $30
million for reconciliation came
after a summer of unmarked
graves being discovered at former
Indian residential schools, many
of which were run by the Catho-
lic Church or Catholic orders.

Administrative costs for the
fund will be on top of the $30
million being raised and won’t be
deducted from the principal
amount, the bishops said in a
press release.

“The bishops of Canada
are fully committed to address-
ing the historical and ongoing
trauma caused by the residential
school system,” said Bishop
Raymond Poisson, president of
the CCCB. “In moving forward
with our collective financial com-
mitment, we will continue to be

Chancellor known for her ‘lay-led focus’
named to Canadian bishops’ new reconciliation charity

guided by the experience and wisdom of Indigenous peoples across
the country.”

The fund will be managed with measures put in place to ensure
transparency and good governance, the bishops said. It will prioritize
healing and reconciliation for communities and families, culture and
language revitalization, education and community building and dia-
logue for promoting Indigenous spirituality and culture.

The directors of the board include:
• Chief Wilton Littlechild, PhD, a Cree chief, residential school sur-

vivor, and lawyer who served as a commissioner for the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission of Canada. Chief Littlechild has been a
member of Parliament, vice-president of the Indigenous Parliament
of the Americas, North American representative to the UN Permanent
Forum on Indigenous Issues, and a chairperson for the UN Expert
Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the Commission
on First Nations and Métis Peoples and Justice Reform.

• Giselle Marion, who holds a law degree from the University of
British Columbia, was called to the Bar in the Northwest Territories in
2008. During her articles Ms. Marion worked for the Department of
Justice. She is a Tli cho Citizen and was born and raised in Behchoko,
NT. She is the director of Client Services with the Tli cho Govern-
ment out of the Behchoko` office.

• Rosella Kinoshameg, an Odawa/Ojibway woman from the
Wikwemikong Unceded First Nation Territory. She is a registered
nurse with over 50 years of nursing experience, mostly working with
First Nations communities doing community health, maternal child
health, immunizations, home and community Care. She was one of
the original members of the CCCB’s Indigenous Council and contin-
ues to serve as a member of Our Lady of Guadalupe Circle.

The Indigenous Reconciliation Fund will publish annual reports and will
be subject to an audit by an independent accounting firm each year.

Indigenous partners will provide input on how the funds will be
spent on four priorities: Healing and reconciliation for communities
and families; Culture and language revitalization; Education and com-
munity building; and Dialogues for promoting indigenous spirituality
and culture.

Regional and/or diocesan granting committees with Indigenous and
Catholic members will be established across the country to identify
projects that further the fund’s priorities, review applications, and
request funds to support such projects. The bishops are recommend-
ing the committees be chaired by local Indigenous partners.

The establishment of the new national framework builds on exist-
ing voluntary fundraising efforts already underway by local Catholic
entities, including the Archdioceses of Winnipeg and St. Boniface, the
Catholic bishops of Saskatchewan, and the Archdiocese of Vancou-
ver.

The bishops said they recognize there has been considerable disap-
pointment with a previous Catholic fundraising campaign tied to the
Indian Residential School Settlement Agreement (IRSSA). “While the
CCCB was not party to the agreement, the bishops have recognized
the shortcomings of that campaign and learned critically important
lessons to ensure that the Indigenous Reconciliation Fund is fully
funded and well managed with appropriate oversight,” said the press
release.

Additional information on the “best efforts” campaign led by the Catho-
lic Entities Party to the Indian Residential School Settlement can be found
at: https://www.cccb.ca/indigenous-peoples/ ... s-and-trc/.§

30 Lansdowne Ave., Saint John
506-648-9911

www.NewSystemLC.com
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Trying to figure it out:
our life-long quest for God among us

In 2007, Sister Elizabeth A. Johnson published a wonderful book
entitles Quest for the Living God: Mapping Frontiers in the Theology
of God. Its title might in some ways be intimidating. But its aim and
what Sr. Johnson presents is really quite timely and very readable. It
speaks to everyone’s shared need to figure out who we are and how
we relate to all that is around us.

Many years ago, I dropped in on a soccer game in which one of
my nephews was playing. After trying to spot Andrew, I finally found
him with some of his team mates. They were off the field, crouched
on the opposite sidelines examining an anthill. These 6 year-olds were
intrigued by what they had discovered. At every stage in our lives,
from the smallest child to the wise elderly, we find ourselves trying to
“figure it out”. We are “seekers” by nature.

For the person of faith, whether we are firm or struggling in that
faith — and let’s be honest, we are all a little bit of both, our search to
find God among us is part of our life journey. The Gospels are replete
with stories of such seekers, trying to “figure it out”.

As Luke describes Jesus beginning his mission, he tells the story of
Jesus going to his hometown of Nazareth and entering the synagogue
(Luke 4:21-30).  The people listen as he reads from the Book of the
Prophet Isaiah (Is. 61:1-2). As he speaks about the passage, they find
what he says difficult and get upset. Jesus especially challenges them
with his comment that what Isaiah proclaimed is in fact now being
fulfilled. Finding God among them is a challenge. As much as they
honoured the prophets like Isaiah, they often struggled with what the
prophets proclaimed. They could not handle seeing God so closely
among them. It is no easy task to recognize how God relates to us
and how we relate to God.

In our current world the great tendency is to see God at the peak of
a triangle, the authority, the judge, the all-powerful one who is far
from our humanity and our circumstances. This is a concept of God
that developed in the 17th and 18th centuries and gave what is termed
“modern theism”. Such a God is above us and beyond us in the
created universe. This is a God who is far from us. Our quest is to

find the God who is close and relat-
able and lives among us.

This relatable God lies at the core
of our Christian faith. The writer of
the first letter of John captures this: Beloved, let us love one another,
because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and
knows God…So we have known and believe the love that God has
for us. God is love, and those who live in love live in God and God
lives in them (1 John 4:7, 16).

In our Catholic tradition we often begin our communal and our
personal prayer with a blessing: In the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit. This is not just an empty expression or a
meaningless rote ritual. In fact, it is an expression of our relationship
with our God who is love. Out of love God gave and gives us life. Out
of love God reached out and came among us in the person of Jesus
the Christ. And out of love God continues to be among us in the
power of the Spirit.

This is the Good News that Jesus preached in his mission. It is the
mission that he has passed on to every disciple and it is the centre of
our scriptures, our creeds and our life of prayer and action. Paul,
writing to the Christian community in Corinth expresses the aim of
our quest, who we really are, around the world: Now faith, hope and
love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love (1 Cor.13:13).

How am I doing with my quest for the living God in my life?

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Human touch bedrock of good education
By WENDY-ANN CLARKE
The Catholic Register

After a roller coaster two years marked by online learning and so-
cial upheaval forcing the re-examination of how best to meet the
needs of students, it’s clear the COVID-19 pandemic has changed
education in Canada forever.

While virtual learning is now a part of the normal experience for
students, and will continue to play a role, says Carmen Mombourquette,
what the past two years has made clear is that online learning is no
substitute for kids being in the classroom.

“We have come to know clearly what children truly desire is that
one-to-one direct human contact with their teacher,” said Mr.
Mombourquette, board chair at Holy Spirit Catholic School Division
in Alberta and education professor at the University of Lethbridge.

“That intimate human relationship and the bonds that form between
teacher and student really heightened the understanding that indeed
full online, full computer-based learning is not the way of the future.
Human relationship continues to be the corner stone, the bedrock of
what good education is all about.”

If COVID-19 is going to be with us for a while, school boards will

need to look at ways to create a structure that is sustainable and
healthy for everyone, he said.

Teachers have always managed a plethora of learning challenges
every day due to the various learning needs of children, which has
only been exasperated by the pandemic. Online learning, however,
has given parents an unprecedented look into the challenging role and
responsibility of teachers, and that has been a positive in some re-
spects as parents gain an appreciation of teachers’ importance, said
Mr. Mombourquette.

“Maybe we’re moving a little away from society questioning al-
most every aspect of authority figures to suddenly realizing, my good-
ness they know what they’re doing and they’re making a difference,”
he said. “I want my children back in that environment full time.”

Tierra Escoffery, a second-year psychology student at Toronto’s
York University and big sister to six younger siblings in Ontario’s
Catholic system, has been helping to fill in the gaps in their learning
caused by the ups and downs of COVID-19. She’s been teaching her
siblings focus techniques to maintain engagement and content reten-
tion, goal setting and other strategies in the midst of managing her
own learning. Curriculum overall has been “watered down” with

(continued on page 6)
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Pornography and chastity
Pornography is the biggest addiction in the world today, and by

a wide margin. Mostly it afflicts men, but is also a growing addic-
tion among women. Much of this of course is driven by its easy
and free availability on the internet. Everyone now (not least our
own young children) have immediate access to it from the pri-
vacy of their phones or laptops, and in anonymity. No more hav-
ing to sneak off to some seedy section of the city to watch the
forbidden. Today pornography is gaining more mainstream ac-
ceptance. What’s the harm or shame in it?

Indeed, what’s the harm or shame in it? For a growing number
of people today there is no harm or shame in it. Their view is that,
whatever its downside, pornography is a liberation from former
religious sexual repression. Indeed, many people see it as a healthy
expression of sexuality (surprisingly this includes even some femi-
nist writers).  Characters on mainstream television joke about their
pornography collection, as if it were as innocent as a collection of
favourite old albums, and I have colleagues who argue that our
resistance to it simply betrays sexual repression. Sex is beautiful,
they argue, so why are we afraid to look at it?

What’s wrong with pornography? Most everything, and not just
from a moral perspective.

Let’s begin with the argument: sex is beautiful, so why are we
afraid to look at it? That logic is right about one thing, sex is
beautiful, so beautiful in fact that it needs to be protected from its
own power. To say that it can be looked at as one might gaze at a
beautiful sunset is naïve, religiously and psychologically. Reli-
giously, we are told no one can look at God and live. That’s also
true for sex. Its very luminosity needs shrouding. Moreover, it’s
psychologically naïve to argue that this kind of deep intimacy can
be put on public display. It can’t and it shouldn’t. Public display
of that kind of intimacy violates all laws of propriety and respect
for those engaged in this intimacy and those looking on. Like all
things deeply intimate, it needs proper shrouding.

Next, when talking about the beauty of sex and the human body,
we need to make a distinction between nudity and nakedness. When
a good artist paints a nude body, the nudity serves to highlight the

beauty of the whole person, body and
soul, including his or her sexuality. In a
nude painting, sexuality is connected to
wholeness, to soul; how much to the
contrary with nakedness. It exposes the
human body in a way that obliterates its
integrity, detaches its soul, and splits off sex from one’s whole
person. When this happens, and that is precisely what happens in
pornography, sex becomes something soulless, split off, mechani-
cal, devoid of deep meaning, bipolar, something from which you
need to return to your real self. And, when that happens, all pro-
fundity disappears and then, as W.H. Auden writes, we all know
the few things that we, as mammals, can do.

Sadly, today for many of our young people, especially for boys,
pornography is their initial sex education, and it is one that can
leave a permanent imprint in them. That imprint can have long-
term effects in the way they understand the meaning of sex, how
they respect or disrespect women, and how they grasp or don’t
grasp the vital soulful link between sex and love. Pornography,
and not just in the young, can leave scars that are hard to over-
come. The argument against this is that pornography might well
initially deform the vision of an adolescent but that this will be
cured once he matures and truly falls in love. My hope is that this
is true, but my worry is that the initial imprint can, long term, taint
the way a person falls in love and especially how he understands
the radical mutuality asked for of sex within love. Such is the
potential power of pornography.

Beyond all this, a strong argument might be made that pornog-
raphy (in its production and its viewing) is violence against women
and that pornography subtly and not-so-subtly promotes violence
against women.

Finally, in a culture that prides itself above all else on its sophis-
tication and liberation, not least on its liberation from many of our
former religious taboos, one hesitates to even mention the word
“chastity” in this context. Dare one even say that pornography is
bad because it is the very antithesis of chastity? Dare one use
chastity as an argument when for the most part our culture dis-
dains chastity, pities it, and reserves a particular cynicism for re-
ligious groups who still advocate the old adage, “save it for your
partner in marriage”? Worse still, is today’s cynicism vis-a-vis the
idea of remaining chaste for Jesus. But, the ideal of chastity em-
beds sex within romance, sacredness, commitment, community,
and soul, whereas pornography portrays it as soulless and em-
beds it in a sick privacy. So I leave you with the question: which
one makes sex something dirty?

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-win-
ning author. He can be contacted through his website
 www.ronrolheiser.com Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Kennebecasis  Valley Community Funeral Home

152 Pettingill Road, Quispamsis, NB
506-849-2119       www.KennebecasisFH.com

OTTAWA — The Canadian Catholic Bishops, Assembly of First
Nations, Métis National Council, and Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami are pleased
to announce that the delegation to Rome to meet with Pope Francis,
originally planned for December 2021, is now scheduled to take place
at the end of March and early April of this year.

Due to the rapid spread of the Omicron variant, both in Canada and
throughout the world, the decision was made to postpone the delega-
tion out of concern for the safety of all delegates.

Working closely with the Vatican, new dates have been confirmed.
The Holy Father is now scheduled to meet with individual Indigenous
delegations the week of March 28, 2022. A final audience with all
participants will take place on Friday, April 1, 2022.

In the weeks ahead, conditions will be monitored leading up to the
revised travel dates. Dialogue with delegates, public health officials as
well as the relevant government and international authorities will be
ongoing, traveling only when it is felt safe to do so.

The Canadian bishops are committed to walking toward healing
and reconciliation and very much look forward to the opportunity for
Indigenous Elders, knowledge keepers, residential school survivors,
and youth to meet with Pope Francis.§

Bishops announce new dates
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Is Jesus Christ relevant today?
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — In his homily for the
fourth Sunday of Ordinary time on January
30, 2022, Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC, of
the Diocese of Saint John, asked the faithful
whether Jesus is truly relevant for us today.
“Do we really know who he is, what he of-
fers us, and why we need what he offers?”
he asked at the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception in Saint John.

Preaching on the Gospel of the day (Luke
4:21-30), “a prophet is not welcome in his
own town,” Bishop Riesbeck gave an impas-
sioned homily about Christ’s relevance to eve-
ryday lives, and the results of living against
him and rejecting his teachings.

“It’s pretty clear from Scripture how God
perceives the origin of every human being,”
he said. “Not just from our faith, which is
grounded in the Word of God, but also from
reason and the sciences, we can know with-
out a doubt that human life begins at concep-
tion. That’s why it’s so inconceivable that in
our country we have no law protecting hu-
man beings from abortion at any time in the
development of a child in the womb until
birth.”

Noting that now the world finds itself in a
post-Christendom era he continued to say that,
“We can no longer count on a culture that is
largely shaped by Christian values. We are
witnessing a gradual abandonment of faith
that has led to the denial of basic truths, espe-
cially around the sanctity of marriage and the
inviolable dignity of human life from concep-
tion to natural death. There is often hostility
towards the Church from secular culture.”

Bishop Riesbeck noted that there are real
and visible consequences from turning away
from God and ignoring the moral law inscribed
on our hearts.

“We see it in a general lack of the real sense
of meaning, purpose and destiny of our lives,”
he said. “A growing culture of narcissism with
much apathy and indifference, a self-centred,
consumer mentality, and a growing spiritual
malaise. The result is a world that has lost a
sense of who God is, what it means to be
human, and what true love is — and we are
all suffering deeply because of this.”

The bishop said that even people of faith
are not immune to this condition.

“Even among Christ’s faithful there are
many issues that cause division, and we’ve
seen this during this pandemic, undermining
the unity called for by Jesus in the Body of

Christ. When people see Christians, they
sometimes see a people divided and at odds
with one another.” He noted that Christians
are often, “contributing to cancel culture, frac-
turing of friendships and family relationships
as a result of differences from decisions made
on the basis of informed conscience, like
those around the issue of vaccination, an in-
ability to dialogue with one another, seeing
the other as a threat to ourselves instead of
giving them the benefit of the doubt and try-
ing to listen, understand and respect their
points of view in charity.”

Noting that all are fallen human beings,
Bishop Riesbeck said that what the world truly
needs is Jesus and the hope he offers.

“In him, and him alone, can we find every-
thing we need to rise from this present ma-
laise, and find our true hope in him,” he said.
“This is the saving message the world needs
to hear.”

He went on to say that as Christians, “we
need to ask ourselves, what kind of prophetic
witnesses are we? And what are we witness-
ing to?”

He encouraged each person to, “cultivate
the virtues in our lives, like humility and faith-
fulness, growing in holiness, with less argu-
mentation and division. Instead, doing a little
more repentance, thanksgiving and praising
of God, leading others to the Lord and the life

of abundance that he promises.”
Acknowledging that, “it’s not an easy proc-

ess to look inward and change ourselves,”
Bishop Riesbeck said “it’s part of growing in
maturity in Jesus, and we can always count
on him to help us with his grace, loving us
every step of the way. ‘Now faith, hope and
love abide, these three; and the greatest of
these is love.’  These are the fruits of one
who is fully surrendered to Jesus — this is
what the world so desperately needs in these
days.”

So, is Jesus Christ relevant today? The an-
swer from Bishop Riesbeck is a resounding
yes.

“We need what he has to offer us,” he said.
“We’re made for infinite love….as we en-
counter the Lord in the Eucharist, may we be
transformed and go forth as Spirit-filled, mis-
sionary disciples, offering a prophetic witness
to others by lives transfigured by Christ’s pres-
ence; bringing Christ’s love and hope to the
poor, the marginalized and the forgotten, all
the way to the peripheries; sharing the Good
news, the Truth in love, with everyone we
encounter along the way, without fear and no
matter the cost.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

(continued form page 4)
e-learning, she says, leaving many students
ill-prepared for the return to school after
lockdowns.

With many parents feeling anxious about
how their children’s education might have
been compromised during the pandemic, Ms.
Escoffery has extended her learning support
services to parents needing more mental,
emotional and tutoring support for their kids.

In addition to the structural changes to
modes of learning, the pandemic gave promi-
nence to the glaring inequities of race, disability
and income. The Toronto Catholic District School
Board alone distributed 20,000 devices to help
bridge the technology gap, said trustee Markus
de Domenico. But even in cases where families
do have devices and Internet, it might not be
fast enough to support several kids plus parents,
all juggling Zoom calls, e-learning modules and
streaming.

Magnification of the income gap, Mr. de
Domenico says, brought attention to the need
for equity in the education system.

“COVID has really changed the game,” said

Good education
Mr. de Domenico. “In terms of equity we
see the difference in income levels of stu-
dents. Some schools can raise a lot of money
to add technology or to do different things,
and some schools absolutely cannot. So how
do we react to that as a board? Are there other
issues of ethnicity, racial issues that come into
it? It’s certainly given us the opportunity,
which we’ve seized upon, to see issues that
may not have been so prevalent before
COVID.”

During these past two years, there has also
been a global reckoning on anti-Black racism
as well as a strong push toward Indigenous
reconciliation following the discovery of un-
marked graves at former residential schools.
These issues, on top of the disrupted system,
have made their way into the classroom as
well and teachers have embraced pushing for
change, said Mr. Mombourquette.

With a heightened focus on mental health,
one of the greatest changes to curriculum has
perhaps been a greater focus on student
wellness. Physical education programming
now includes mental wellness curriculum.§
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By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — Conor Vienneau is 24 years old is a life long
Catholic who was born and raised in Saint John, the 9th child in a
family of 10. He works as a technical writer for a corporate learning
firm. He also manages a couple of apartment buildings and has re-
cently started his own consulting firm.

Why is a personal relationship with Jesus important to you?
My personal relationship with Jesus is where I draw strength from.

Matthew 11: 28 comes to mind:
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give

you rest.” The stress of work and life can leave me in an agitated and
restless state. My internal dialogue and personal relationship with Je-
sus offers refuge from the chaos of life.
As the child of a Catholic family, was there a point when you
realized that you had to make your own personal decision for
Jesus?

Every Catholic must make their own decision for Jesus. Ironically,
it is often the secular culture that adds urgency to this decision. As
Catholics, we are raised with a world view that stands in direct oppo-

Profiles of a missionary disciplein the diocese
sition to the values of the culture. I
can remember being 7 years old and
grappling with how my public-school
teacher’s definition of marriage was
different from what I was told by my
parents. I remember being in grade 5
and being told by my friends on the
playground that God is science for stu-
pid people. My personal decision for
Jesus was made, and reinforced every
single time that the waves of the world
smashed against my Catholic founda-
tion.

You have been very involved in pub-
lic life, including running for City
Council and more recently sitting
on the Board for Saint John Right
to Life.  How does your Catholic
faith inform your public life, and
the organizations/ministries you
choose to be involved with?

Every young Catholic learns a valuable lesson when they step into
the culture. It doesn’t have to be popular to be righteous. For exam-
ple, the value of unborn life, the value of churches, and moral objec-
tivity itself are among the most unpopular and taboo subjects in polite
society. This lesson taken from my Catholic faith helps me decide
where to focus my time. If an organization or ministry has a right-
eous aim, it is worth my time. Whether it is popular, or a winning
battle is irrelevant.

What are some things (ministries, prayer practices, etc.) that
help you stay close to Jesus?

It is the company I keep that helps me stay close to Jesus. I am
fortunate to be surrounded by, what I would call, titans of the Catho-
lic faith — brothers and sisters with an inexhaustible willingness to
follow Jesus. I do not need to wonder what it means to be a Catholic
man in the modern age, because I have so many living examples.

Are there any ministries that have changed your experience as
a young professional?

I have recently joined a local chapter of the Knights of Columbus,
and this is shaping my experience as a young professional. The men
in my chapter of Knights of Columbus have been great examples of
how to act while conducting business. As I start my own business
and expand into new areas, I try to emulate the characteristics of the
men in my chapter; reliable, ethical, and competent.

What advice do you have for other young adults who want to
live as missionary disciples and give back to their community?

My advice would be to begin sooner rather than later, and to start
small. For years I remained on the sidelines of causes I cared about.
My rational was that I was too busy to make the commitment. It was
only after becoming involved that I learned that no act in service of
others is too small, and no time spent in service of others is too little.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

SAINT JOHN — Conor
Vienneau (New Brunswick
Right to Life Saint John
chpater photo, April 2021.)

Laudato Si' plan set to launch
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

Laudato Si’ was ground breaking in 2015, but now the Canadian
Church on February 12 will break ground on a new effort to take up
Pope Francis’ challenge to care for the planet we all share.

Hosted by the Archdiocese of Regina, the national online event will
begin with prayers offered by Mackenzie-Fort Smith Bishop Jon
Hansen.

“I was very quick to say yes, I would like to help,” the bishop from
northern Saskatchewan and the Northwest Territories said. “I’ve seen
the effects of global warming — infrastructure, buildings sinking into
the permafrost, houses having to be relocated because shorelines are
disappearing.”

The Laudato Si’ Action Platform was launched internationally from
Rome on the Feast of St. Francis, October 4, last year. The Canadian
launch will promote the now fully multilingual international platform
and offer help from the Green Churches Network to parishes, Catho-
lic universities, schools, hospitals, dioceses and families who volun-
teer to take on the seven-year process of decarbonizing, simplifying
and transforming their relationship with the environment.

The practical, detailed and self-guided process is a first in the history of
papal encyclicals.

“That document (Laudato Si’) really speaks to me personally and I
think it should speak to the Church,” said Bishop Hansen. “Often docu-
ments, they come and we read them and then they go on the shelf. This is
one that I think we really need to keep in front of ourselves.”

“This is practically the first time there is a how-to guide, bringing it
from the books to the reality of everyday practice,” said Green
Churches Network co-founder Norman Lévesque, who volunteered
as Canada’s representative on the international working group organ-
ized by the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development in
Rome.

(continued on page 9)
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God offers courage, guidance to those in difficulty, pope says
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — God always offers peo-
ple the help and courage they need to face
life's fears and difficulties, Pope Francis said.

The pope said his thoughts were with all
those who "are crushed by the weight of life
and can no longer hope or pray."

Parents, in particular, often must grapple
with situations or problems that are out of
their control, such as when their child is sick
or has a chronic illness. "How much pain is
there!" the pope said January 26 during his
weekly general audience.

Parents also may be aware their children
have "different sexual orientations," so they
must figure out "how to deal with this and
accompany their children and not hide in an
attitude of condemnation," he said.

Parents may see their children die of an ill-
ness or in a car accident, or they see them
struggle in school, he said. There is so much
pain or fear, he said, but "never condemn a
child."

Continuing his series of audience talks about
St. Joseph, Pope Francis focused on how the
saint would discern the voice of God through
prayer and dreams.

It is important to be able to recognize the
voice of God amid so many other voices, such
as "the voices of our fears, the voices of past
experiences, the voices of hopes," the pope
said, adding "there is also the voice of the evil
one who wants to deceive and confuse us."

"Joseph demonstrates that he knows how
to cultivate the necessary silence and, above
all, how to make the right decisions before
the word that the Lord addresses to him in-
wardly," he said.

God "does not cast us alone into the fire.
He does not cast us among the beasts. No,"
the pope said. "When the Lord shows us a
problem, or reveals a problem, he always gives
us the intuition, the help, his presence, to get
out of it, to resolve it."

"Life often puts us in situations that we do not
understand and that seem to have no solution.
Praying in these moments, this means letting the
Lord show us the right thing to do," he said.

When people experience dangerous situations,
"praying means listening to the voice that can
give us the same courage as Joseph, to face
difficulties without succumbing," the pope said.

"God does not promise us that we will never
have fear, but that, with his help, it will not be
the criterion for our decisions," he said.
"Joseph experiences fear, but God also guides
him through it," bringing light to moments of
darkness.

To parents facing challenges, the pope said,
"Don't be scared. Yes, there is pain. A lot. But
think of the Lord, think about how Joseph
solved the problems and ask Joseph to help
you. Never condemn a child."

He praised the compassion and courage he
saw in the mothers and fathers visiting their
children in prison in Buenos Aires, Argentina,
accompanying them rather than abandoning
them.

"Let us ask the Lord to give this courage to
all fathers and mothers, as he gave it to Joseph.
And to pray, no? Pray that the Lord will help
us in these moments," he added.

"It is only when we combine prayer with
love, the love for children in the cases I just
mentioned, or the love for our neighbour, that
we are able to understand the Lord's mes-
sages," he said.

"May St. Joseph help them to open them-
selves to dialogue with God in order to find
light, strength and peace," he said.

At the end of his audience talk and general
greetings, the pope told visitors that he would
be unable to follow his customary practice of
walking up to people to greet them. He in-
stead sat in a chair at the foot of the stage for
people to come up to him.

"I have a problem with my right leg; a liga-
ment in my knee is inflamed," he said. "It's a
passing thing. They say this only comes to
old people, and I don't know why it has hap-
pened to me," he said to applause.

The 85-year-old pope had shown some dif-
ficulty in walking across the stage with a no-
ticeable limp before the audience. He has also
had repeated bouts of sciatica that affect his
ability to stand for long periods.§

Pope to meet university students as part of synodal process
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

ROME — Highlighting the importance of a
church that truly listens, Pope Francis will
participate in a virtual meeting hosted by
Loyola University in Chicago with students
from North, Central and South America.

The February 24 virtual meeting, titled
Building Bridges: A Synodal Encounter be-
tween Pope Francis and University Students,
will be an opportunity to "address the salient
challenges of our times," the university's
website said.

"The pope will dialogue with these univer-
sity students who will share concrete educa-
tional projects that seek to justly transform
environmental and economic realities," as well
as discuss the challenges of migration, it said.

Speaking with Catholic News Service Janu-
ary 28, Michael Murphy, director of Loyola's
Hank Center for the Catholic Intellectual Her-
itage, said he and several colleagues, includ-
ing Emilce Cuda, an official at the Pontifical
Commission for Latin America, discussed the
idea of an event for university students in
preparation for the upcoming Synod of Bish-
ops on synodality.

In November, he said, while discussing pos-
sible speakers for the event, "we kind of joked,
'Hey, let's see if Pope Francis is free.'"

Unbeknownst to them, Mr. Cuda presented
the idea to Pope Francis who agreed to par-
ticipate.

It was "not a whim on his part," because it
fits his vision and priorities, Mr. Murphy said.

"We knew that so many universities have been
asking him, 'What is our role and how can
we support'" the synodal process.

In preparation for the virtual meeting, stu-
dents were divided into seven regional groups
from North, Central and South America to talk
about the thoughts, questions and dreams they
would like to discuss with the pope, he said.

"I think it accomplishes what Pope Francis
is trying to do: to be a listening church," Mr.
Murphy told CNS. "We want to make sure
other students feel invited, too, and not be so
exclusive in this."

While the discussions will focus on issues
ranging from migration to climate change, he
said, bringing the young adults from differ-
ent regions is important in itself, especially at
a time of increased division, including because
of the digital revolution.

He also hoped it would help build a bridge be-
tween the two continents where, often, colonial
and indigenous "past and present collide."

"What the pope wants to do is look at
boundaries and see what we know and to
remove as much as we can; to say, 'Let us
walk together,' conscious of the brokenness
of the past, but hopeful in the present," he
said.

Mr. Murphy told CNS he hopes the meet-
ing will address the increasing polarization and
"the sense of exceptionalism" that prevents
one from listening to the needs and wants of
others.

"I'm not trying to dismantle everything," Mr.
Murphy said. "I'm just saying let's get real.

(continued on page 9)
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Refugee pact blamed for freezing deaths
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

The discovery of four bodies frozen to death in open fields near the
Manitoba border with the United States perfectly illustrates why refu-
gee advocates are asking the Supreme Court of Canada to strike down
the Safe Third Country Agreement between Ottawa and Washington,
said Peter Noteboom.

“It’s just a tragedy in this particular situation,” said Mr. Noteboom,
general secretary of the Canadian Council of Churches, which along with
Amnesty International Canada and the Canadian Council of Refugees, has
been seeking an end to the agreement between the two nations.

“That it takes this kind of tragedy to again shine the light on this
situation — this situation really needs to be addressed soon.”

Four bodies — two adults, a teen and an infant — were found on
the Canadian side of the U.S.-Canada border near Emerson, MB,
January 19. They were found within a dozen metres of the 49th
parallel. They had been walking through deep drifts of snow across
open farm fields in minus 35-degree celcius weather.

In 2016, Manitoba RCMP intercepted 444 illegal border crossings.
In 2016 two Ghanaian refugees lost fingers to frostbite after crossing
the border on foot near Emerson. In 2017 a woman’s body was
found in open fields in Minnesota, near the Manitoba border. It was
believed she was trying to claim asylum in Canada.

Because of the Safe Third Country Agreement almost all asylum
seekers who present themselves at a regular border crossing are turned
back into the United States. The agreement specifies that would-be
refugees must apply for asylum in the first safe country where they
land. Refugees who arrive in Canada by air or who cross at unoffi-
cial, unmonitored points along the border may legally apply for asy-
lum in Canada.

It is this agreement that drives people to attempt risky border cross-
ings in sub-zero temperatures, argue the refugee advocates behind
the Supreme Court appeal.

As news broke of the bodies found in Manitoba January 20, the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [UNHCR] in Ot-
tawa contacted The Catholic Register to express its regrets.

“UNHCR deeply regrets this tragic loss of life. Whatever the cir-
cumstances, no one should ever have to choose such a perilous jour-
ney,” said the UNHCR in an email.

In December the Supreme Court agreed to hear the Safe Third
Country appeal. The churches, Amnesty and the Canadian Council for
Refugees originally won the case at the Federal Court in July 2020. The
court found the agreement violated the Charter of Rights and Freedoms.
In April 2021 the Federal Court of Appeal overturned that ruling. The
Supreme Court is expected to hear the case in the spring.

That people are on the run at all is frustrating and that they cannot
trust the civilized, democratic world to welcome them is doubly frus-
trating, said Noteboom.

“I find it frustrating that people are trying to cross borders for
whatever reason,” he said. “We really have an obligation, even a sa-
cred obligation, to put in place mechanisms that order those kinds of
travels and border crossings in a safe and healthy way… The inability
of the governments of the U.S. and Canada to negotiate safe and
healthy border crossings for people who need to cross them is a
contributing factor (to the deaths).”

A Florida man, 47-year-old Steve Shand, has been charged with
human smuggling in connection with the four deaths. Postmedia re-

ported that U.S. Border Patrol had stopped a passenger van near the
border. Two passengers in the van were undocumented Indian na-
tionals. Officers found snacks and drinks in the van, according to
court documents filed in Minnesota.

“There will be people who exploit tragedy and trauma, and that’s
too bad,” said Mr. Noteboom. “But there are causes, root causes
further back, that we also need to pay attention to. If we’ve got a
system that works, then it will diminish the role and the place for
traffickers, who are themselves also a problem.”§

(continued from page 8)
The church is the living body of Christ. And it's not some 16th-
century enterprise, even though that is an important part of its tradi-
tion."

"My dad always said, 'You have two ears and one mouth for a
reason,'" he said. "So, if we can unclog our two ears and listen better,
I think that would be a good result."§

(continued from page 7)
Mr. Lévesque predicts parishes that take on the platform will see an

immediate change in parishioner engagement.
“It’s very interesting to see the new types of volunteers that actu-

ally get involved,” he said. “The one profile, the one type of person
that pops up in so many churches — I’ve seen this with the Green
Churches Network — is the retired engineer.”

The engineers in parishes are often dismayed by out-of-date boil-
ers, ancient lighting systems, poor insulation they see in their church.

“They’re in the pews and it kind of bugs them from year to year,
month to month. They’re dreaming of better, but there wasn’t an
official door open, an official mechanism for them to get involved,”
Mr. Lévesque said.

The Laudato Si’ Action Platform will build hope in Catholic institutions
from parishes to nursing homes to schools because it’s practical and
hands on. People will have the sense that they’re doing and not just talking,
said Laudato Si’ Movement Canada co-ordinator Agnes Richard.

“There are groups who are beginning to mobilize to help Catholics
at all levels to engage, both in the platform and in the conversations
we need to have in this country — to bring a faith-based response to
our social and environmental crises,” Ms. Richard said.

The Laudato Si’ Action Platform seeks to engage seven sectors —
families, parishes and dioceses, schools and universities, health care,
Catholic organizations, businesses and religious orders — in taking
on seven goals: the cry of the earth; the cry of the poor; economic
challenge; simplifying lifestyles; educating the faithful about ecology;
ecological spirituality; and getting people involved in community and
political action.

Difficult and contentious measures, including selling off institu-
tional investments in oil, gas and coal, aren’t the starting point. But
having a plan with a seven-year timeline brings Laudato Si’ out of the
clouds of ambition and rhetoric, said Bishop Hansen.

“We’re not just talking,” the bishop said. “There are groups that are
taking this encyclical to heart and making sure that it stays relevant
and that people continue to hear about it. That does give me hope… I
think Catholics, maybe we’re quick to say we’ll pray about it. But we
also need to do concrete things. I’m very glad to see that this action
platform is taking place.”§

Laudato Si' plan set to launch

University students
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U.S. abortion appeal could spark Canadian debate
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

The landmark Roe v. Wade decision that struck down American
abortion laws turned 49 years old January 22, but pro-life activists
north of the border are hopeful it won’t hit 50.

And should Roe v. Wade be overturned by the U.S. Supreme Court
in the latest legal challenge, Canadian pro-lifers are hoping it could
bring change at home where there has effectively been no abortion
regulations since 1988.

The Mississippi case Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organiza-
tion is considered the most consequential abortion rights legal show-
down in years — and a point-blank challenge to Roe v. Wade. In
2018, Mississippi passed the Gestational Age Act, which bans the
procedure after 15 weeks of pregnancy, except for medical emer-
gencies or severe fetal abnormalities. Jackson Women’s Health, the
only remaining abortion clinic in the state, launched a legal challenge
immediately. The case has wound its way through the American court
system and made it to the Supreme Court where on December 1 oral

arguments were heard.
A decision is expected by the end of the court’s 2021-22 term.

Historically, the court’s most significant decisions are made in June.
Nicole Scheidl, executive director of Canadian Physicians for Life

(CPL), has spoken with experts about the case and these interactions
give her hope.

“They were all very hopeful and thought there was more of a chance
of it being overturned than not,” said Ms. Scheidl. “It seems like the
court will return the issue to the states.”

While overturning Roe v. Wade would create seismic waves in the
U.S., what could its repeal mean for Canada? One of CPL’s five
resolutions for 2022 is to “mount a uniquely Canadian response” to
this anticipated event.

“This will cause a cultural conversation about abortion in Canada,
and I think there has to be a cultural conversation about abortion in
Canada,” said Ms. Scheidl. “We don’t have an abortion law in this
country, and abortion is done right up until the time of birth, and
many people don’t know about that. Conversations will bring this
issue more to the front of mind for Canadians.”

Jonathon Van Maren, communications director for the Canadian
Centre for Bio-Ethical Reform, says Roe v. Wade or other abortion-
related news headlines gives the centre the opportunity to engage with
Canadians about the issue.

“Each of our staff has had one-on-one conversations with thousands of
Canadians, and Canadians, when confronted with the truth, are very open
to changing their minds,” he said. “What Canada needs is people who are
willing to get out there and speak to their peers about the issue.”

Jeff Gunnarson, national president of the Campaign Life Coalition, told
The Catholic Register via email that Canada’s task post-Roe is “to keep the
momentum going.”

“Canada is loath to discuss abortion, but it will be difficult to ignore the
pro-life blossoming occurring across the United States, and it is imperative
our pro-life movement keep the topic alive and make it a common kitchen
table discussion across our nation,” said Mr. Gunnarson. “Hearts and
minds will then begin to change more rapidly as they see large swathes of
the U.S. criminalize what abortion really is: child murder.”

Mr. Gunnarson would also like a Roe v. Wade overturn to put the
Supreme Court of Canada’s “similarly destructive” 1988 R v.
Morgentaler decision back in the national conversation.

This edict legalized abortion for any stage of a women’s pregnancy.
Abortion was considered a crime under Section 251 of Canada’s
Criminal Code — illegal with no exceptions until 1969. That year
Pierre Trudeau added an amendment to allow doctors to perform
abortions if the health or life of the woman is at risk.§

By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

Church doors in Quebec will swing open again February 7 for the
celebration of indoor mass, nearly 40 days since the provincial govern-
ment locked down parishes across the province on New Year’s Eve.

However, a vaccination passport upon entry is mandated for pa-
rishioners ages 14 to 75 as places of worship welcome up to 50-per-
cent capacity to a maximum of 250 people.

Up to 50 people may attend funerals. Premier Francois Legault declared
no proof of vaccination rules necessary for these services because of
“humanitarian reasons.”

Over the bitter cold month of January in Quebec, outdoor liturgical
celebrations were the only option for vaccine-free congregants and be-
came increasingly popular as the lockdown progressed.

Quebec unveiled its reopening intentions January 25. Three days prior,
the Quebec Interreligious Table — a consultation body uniting Christians,
Muslims and Jews — released a statement asking the government to
recognize churches as essential and prioritize their reopening.

“People who believe or are in spiritual search find essential resources in
places of worship that provide direct support for their mental health, espe-
cially in difficult times,” reads the statement, guided by Monsignor Pierre
Murray, secretary-general of the Assembly of Catholic Bishops of Que-
bec. “Prayer, recollection and celebration together allow individuals and
families to nurture the faith that gives meaning to their lives, courage in
times of trial and motivation to care for the most vulnerable.”

Meanwhile, in the Maritimes, the indoor mass disruptions in New Bruns-
wick and Prince Edward Island [PEI] were temporary, as planned.

All jurisdictions of New Brunswick shifted back to level two of its
COVID-19 alert system January 31. Parishes can operate at 50-per-cent
capacity at this threshold if no vaccine passport system is employed.
Congregational singing or choir music is not permitted. Only one soloist
may perform.

As of January 31, up to 50 people may attend worship services, wed-
dings and funeral ceremonies in PEI. Wedding and funeral receptions are
off-limits. Congregational singing with masks on is allowed.§

Church doors begin to re-open
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Obituaries

RILEY, SISTER PATRICIA FRANCES — Sister Patricia
Frances Riley (Sister Mary Norah) peacefully went home to her
loving God on January 27, 2022 at Ruth Ross Residence in Saint
John, NB.  Born in Johnville, NB on April 19, 1919, she was the
daughter of Charles and Norah (Pickard) Riley.

Sister Patricia taught in the New Brunswick public school sys-
tem until she entered the Sisters of Charity of the Immaculate
Conception on December 8, 1948.  She generously shared her
giftedness as an educator with so many students and in several
schools over the years, including St. Dunstan’s in Fredericton,
NB (1950-1968), Holy Trinity, St. Joseph’s and St. Patrick’s in
Saint John.  Sister Patricia was also missioned to Vancouver, BC
to teach at Notre Dame High School and St. Francis of Assisi
School until her retirement.

She was loved and respected not only as a dedicated educator,
but also as a compassionate presence in her Pastoral Care minis-
try at St. Vincent’s Hospital in Vancouver, Holy Family Hospital in
Prince Albert, SK, and lastly, at the Saint John Regional Hospital
until 1994.  She continued her ministry of hospitality, caring for
the Sisters and guests at St. Vincent’s Convent on Cliff Street
until moving to Ruth Ross Residence.

Known to many as “Sister Pat” (to her family as “Trish”), she
brought gentleness and acceptance wherever she went.  Her stead-
fast faith in God supported her throughout life, and her family,
community and friends were always assured of her support and
prayer.

Sister Pat was intensely proud of her Irish heritage and her
Johnville roots.  The mere mention of the Johnville picnic and
dancing at Tara Hall would bring a smile to her face and an ac-
companying infectious laugh.  She would often tell the story that
she came to the Sisters later in her life because “I wasn’t done
dancing!”  Go now in peace faithful friend of God.

Predeceased by sisters, Dorothy (Crain), Regina (Clarke),
Monica (Brennan) and brothers, Thomas, Donald, Carney and
Clarence.

She is survived by her sister, Celine Calhoun of Saint John.
A graveside service took place in St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Saint

John.   Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s
Funeral Home, Saint John.

FARRELL, Dr. DONALD ‘DON’ HAROLD — It is with great
sadness that the family of Dr. Donald “Don” Harold Farrell an-
nounce his unexpected death, which occurred on Monday, Janu-
ary 17, 2022

Don passed away unexpectedly, suffering a cerebral hemorrhage
at the Saint John Regional Hospital, where his immediate family
were able to say a final Bon Voyage to him.

Don is survived by his life partner Donna L Black; children
Andrew (Allison), Hope (Troy), Michael (Ariel), Morgan Stevens
(Jason) and their mother Catherine (Meurling); stepchildren Shawn
Stevens and Gareth Black; grandchildren Jacob, Nicholas, Syd-
ney, Cole, Keely, Peyton, Carter, Freya, Maeve, and Branwyn;
nephews Eric and Todd, and niece Patricia.

Don is predeceased by his father Charles, mother Zita (McInerney),
stepmother Mary (Fleiger) Kopp, and brother Fred.

Arrangements were entrusted to Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John.
A memorial service will be held as soon as social gathering rules
permit, and a larger celebration of his life will be held this summer.

MacEACHERN, JUNE LILLIAN — It is with great sadness that we
announce the passing of our dear mother and grammie, June Lillian
(Preston) MacEachern, loving wife of the late "Budd" Ronald
MacEachern. She passed away on January 20, 2022, at Rocmaura
Nursing Home in Saint John, New Brunswick. Born on June 3, 1932,
she was the daughter of the late Silbert and Mary (Goddard) Preston.

She is survived by her children Ron (Cindy) MacEachern, Don
(Linda) MacEachern, and Mary Theresa (Gregory) Johnson; grand-
children Megan (Brad), Erin (Pavel), Alexander, and David; sib-
lings Robert Preston, Pat (Scott) McGivney, and Bill (Armel) Pres-
ton and several nieces and nephews.

Along with her husband and parents, she was predeceased by
her siblings Betty, Sib and Shirley.

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s
Funeral Home, Saint John. Due to the pandemic, a celebration of
life will take place at a later date.

LOWNEY, VERONICA MARY ‘Tootsie’ — The Family of Ve-
ronica Mary “Tootsie” Lowney are very saddened to announce her
passing on January 23, 2022, at her home surrounded by her family.

Veronica was born in Sydney, NS on February 9, 1928, to the
late Joseph and Mary (Simon) Risk. She leaves behind her de-
voted husband of 73 years Albert Lowney and sons; Mark (Andrea)
and Kevin (Joan), grandchildren; Anthony, Jeffrey, Mya, Sara,
Matthew, Jeremiah, Joshua, Brianna, Kaylee, and special grand-
daughters; Mieke, Nathalie and Jill, great grandchildren; Seth,
Kaden, Veronica, Rose, June, and her beloved sister, Shirley Walker
and special sister-in-law Kathleen "Kay" Risk, as well as several
nieces and nephews.

Besides her parents, Veronica was predeceased by her brother
Billy Risk, and sister Dawn Saunders, sister-in-law Theresa Walker
and her husband, Robert (Bobby) Walker  and brother-in-law Law-
rence Walker.

Arrangements were under the care of Kennebecasis Commu-
nity Funeral Home, Quispamsis. A private family graveside serv-
ice will be held at St. Joseph’s Cemetery. A memorial mass to
celebrate Veronica’s Life will be held at Our Lady of Perpetual
Help Church, Rothesay at a later date.

DOIRON, ALMA — It is with deep sorrow that we announce the
passing of the Matriarch of our family, Alma Doiron.  Marie Eveline
Alma LeBlanc, more commonly known as Alma to her friends and
family, was born in Moncton on the 30th of October 1938.

Alma is survived by her children John B. Doiron Jr., Sandra
Doiron, Tracy Dugdale (Brent), Peter Doiron (Nelson), Jody
Doiron, Liza Muise (Mark), and Nakita Jones.  She is also sur-
vived by her sisters Muriel Langlais and Diana Chiasson; her broth-
ers Richard and Emery LeBlanc; and sister-in-law Pat Doiron. In
addition to her children, Alma is survived by many grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, great-great-grandchildren, and many nieces
and nephews.

Alma is predeceased her husband of 63 years John B. Doiron;
her son Terry “Rick” Doiron; brothers Robert “Bobby”, Roger,
and Paul LeBlanc; sisters Linda Gibbon, and Shirley Musson; and
her parents Ivan LeBlanc and Marie Ouellette.

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s
Funeral Home, Saint John. A small private Mass of Christian Burial
will be arranged at a later date.§
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 Scriptures are to be heard, not read
— Robert Ellis Whyte

A Sunday in Ordinary Time Before Lent, 2022

I   From the book of the Prophet Jeremiah. 17.5
Thus says the Lord:
“Cursed is the one who trusts in mere mortals
and makes mere flesh their strength,
whose heart turns away from the Lord.

That person shall be like a shrub in the desert,
and shall not see when relief comes,
but shall live in the parched places of the wilderness,
in an uninhabited salt land.

Blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord,
whose trust is the Lord.
That person shall be like a tree planted by water,
sending out its roots by the stream.
It shall not fear when heat comes,
and its leaves shall stay green;
in the year of drought it is not anxious,
and it does not cease to bear fruit.”

..............Silence.............

II  From the first Letter of  Paul to the Corinthians 15.12
If Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead,
how can some of you say there is no resurrection of the
dead?

For if the dead are not raised,
then Christ has not been raised.
If Christ has not been raised,
your faith is futile and you are still in your sin.
Then those also who have died in Christ have perished.
If for this life only we have hoped in Christ,
we are of all people most to be pitied.

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead,
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.
..............Silence..........

1.Lectionary texts: Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops
Workbook for Lectors 2022, Canadian Edition
2. To receive research page, to accompany The New Freeman
Februaryy issue, email: audite119@bellaliant.net.
 3. Title quote: Robert Ellis Whyte, deacon, Diocese of Saint John,
circa 2014.
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‘People must never forget or
repeat horrors of Holocaust’
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The cruelty of the Holocaust must never be
repeated, Pope Francis said on the eve of the international day of
commemoration in memory of the victims of the Holocaust.

The day, celebrated January 27, falls on the anniversary of the lib-
eration of the Auschwitz-Birkenau extermination camp complex in
1945.

At the end of his weekly general audience at the Vatican January 26,
Pope Francis said, "It is necessary to remember the extermination of
millions of Jews and people of different nationalities and religious
faiths."

"This unspeakable cruelty must never be repeated," he said. "I ap-
peal to everyone, especially educators and families, to foster in the
new generations an awareness of the horror of this black page of
history."

"It must not be forgotten, so that we can build a future where
human dignity is no longer trampled underfoot," the pope said.

At the end of his audience, the pope met with Belarus-born Lidia
Maksymowicz, 81, who had spent 13 months at the Auschwitz-
Birkenau concentration camp, where she and other children were
subjected to Josef Mengele's medical experiments.

It was her second meeting with Pope Francis, who — at an out-
door general audience May 26, 2021 — had spoken with her, kissed
the prisoner number — 70072, tattooed on her left arm and embraced
her.

That meeting sparked an idea for her to write an autobiography,
with help from the Italian journalist Paolo Rodari. The book, La
bambina che non sapeva odiare. La mia testimonianza (The child
who did not know how to hate. My testimony), was recently released
in Italian.

At the January 26 audience, she gave the pope a copy of the book,
which also contains a preface Pope Francis wrote.

Ms. Maksymovicz told ANSA, the Italian wire service, January 26
that she and Mr. Rodari decided it would be important to describe the
experience of a child during the Holocaust, since so many books
cover the experiences of adults who survived.

"One must not forget that more than 200,000 children died just at
Auschwitz-Birkenau," she said.

Even though she was only 3 years old when she and her young
mother were taken to the extermination camp, she explained those
memories are still vivid and correspond with facts and evidence found

by researchers years later.
Her mother was sent to the

camp because she was part of the
partisan resistance movement in
Belarus, while she, as a young
child, was designated to become
one of [Josef] Mengele's "guinea
pigs," she said.

Ms. Maksymovicz found
her birth mother 17 years after
her release from the camp in 1944,
when she was adopted by a Polish
family. §
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